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Island Mud Lake  Property Owners Association  

GREETINGS !   

 The temperatures have dropped into the 20s 
at night and a daytime of  high 70 is rare. The 
leaves have all fallen ( except for those oaks 
still holding on). People have pulled their 
docks, watercraft are winterized, Swans, 
geese and ducks are gathering. 

It is Fall on Island & Mud Lakes 

It was a busy summer on the lakes: 
recovering from the summer storms, 
participating in the Association activities, and 
just plain enjoying the solitude offered on our 
beautiful lakes! 

 

 THOUGHTS FROM OUR DOCK- 

2022 Loon Nesting  for the second year in a 
row, this was not  a successful year for our 
resident Loons. Mother Nature  can be 
challenging for local wildlife and our loons are 
no exception. Hopefully they return next 
summer and grace us with their calls and 
successful nesting.   

IMLPOA Calendars ( next version?) . 

The IMLPOA 2022-23 calendars received 
favorable reviews and we have had inquiries 
if a 2023-24 version is being planned.  The 
Board is looking into the design and future 
layout for such a calendar and we will likely 
have a 24 month calendar beginning with 
July 2024. An every-other year publication.  
So start taking those pictures for use in the 
next version! As you take pictures , 
Remember: 

• High resolution images...so 300 DPI at 
8.5” x 11” are best,  

• JPG or PDF format, 

• Landscape alignment is better.  
There are still a few 2022 calendars left, if 
you would like some please contact us (they 
are free to any member!). 

Short Term Rentals  .    Crow Wing Co 
amended the “Short Term Rental 
Ordinance” to control the overall 
occupancy of any rental cabins. The 

County reminds everyone to be a good 
neighbor whether you are staying in one of 
the many short term rentals in Crow Wing 
County or living next to one. If there are any 
issues with a neighboring rental, please 
contact Crow Wing County’s 24-hour short 
term rental concern/complaint hotline at 
(218)824-1132. 

Pontoon Trailer  A special thanks to Mark 
Caspers  for once again coordinating the 
pontoon trailer reservations!  In 2022 we 
made several significant repairs to our trailer 
so it is reliable when used by any association 
member.  We are anticipating the need to 
replace all of the trailer tires in 2023 since all 
are showing signs of wear.  Please remember 
that when you use the trailer:  

• Review the information sheet on usage 
prior to using, 

• Don’t loosen any hitch fittings, 

• Unplug lights before entering the water, 

• Check that all wiring is secure and not 
dragging on the roadway, 

•  Report any issues when returned, 

• Weekends are very busy so return in the 
timeline you made your reservation,  

• Treat it as if it was your personal trailer!  

• Your membership dues provide you free 
use of the trailer, non-members must pay 
a fee. 

 Mud Brook Cleanup.   

Weather hampered our cleanup planning this 
summer.  We are going to attempt to arrange 
a cleanup of the brook in 2023.  Watch  for 
additional information on the dates in our 
Spring newsletter. A few happy hands will 
make it a short and enjoyable project!  

 Emily Food Shelf  .   A huge THANK YOU to 
all of those donating to our Food Shelf 
collection!  We far exceeded all of our last 
efforts.  This year we had cash donations of 
$151 which the Association matched with 
another $151.  In addition, several members 
made separate donations exceeding $500. 
The Food Shelf greatly appreciated our 
efforts. 
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ISLAND-MUD  LAKES ICE  IN  DATES  

 The definition of lake ice in can vary from 
lake to lake. For the citizen observers re-

porting data, ice in occurs when the entire 
lake is frozen over for the first time and the 

ice cover remains through winter.  

2021—Nov 23 
2020—Nov 30 
2019— Nov 18 
2008—Nov 27 
2007—Nov 23 
2006—Nov 19 
2001– Nov 29 
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Get to Know a Board Member !     

Hi, my name 
is Tom 
Stremski.  I 
was elected 
to the Board 
in 2021.  I 
have the 
honor of 
assuming a 
vacant 
position 
once held by 
my friend, 

Charley Joe Banks.  We found this lake in 2008.  We 
visited Island Lake about 14 times between 2008 & 
2013, with friends.  Our friends ended up selling their 
cabin and so we no longer had the opportunity to visit 
this beautiful area.  Karen took the reigns and 
diligently watched for a property to become 
available.  In the summer of 2019, a cabin on 
Ministers Point was up for sale.  We were on our way 
back home from renting a cabin in Detroit Lakes with 
our children, Justin (22) and Erica (18).  We walked 
the property and the rest is history.  We have made 
so many new friends here now and we are proud to 
be a part of this community.  I feel that it is an honor, 
for me, to be able to help on the Board with such a 
great group of people.  We are looking forward to 
seeing everyone walking, snowmobiling, and ice 
fishing this winter!  But, of course, we can’t wait to be 
back on the pontoon next spring!  

  Ross Lake Township received $19,000 in ARP (American 
Rescue Plan) funds this year as federal payment for      
pandemic relief. The funds may be used at the Township’s 
discretion for a variety of expenses. A portion of these 
funds will offset the additional cost for Fire Protection from 
the Emily Fire Dept. High Speed Internet has been 
extended to all the township where previously only the 
western third of the township was covered. This means 
that residents of Stark, Ross, and Twin Lakes are now 
connected and could lead to more people living year-round 
in the area. The Township’s main expense is maintaining 
the 13.8 miles of Township roads and unfortunately the 3.8 
miles of blacktop roads are requiring a larger portion of 
work and expenses. Subsequently the Township has had 
to increase the Township’s portion of the property taxes. 
The two culverts on Island Lake Road had deteriorated and 
were replaced with one much larger culvert. To allow for 
adequate compaction, the asphalt will not be replaced until 
next year. For 2023, Crow Wing County on average had a 
43.5% increase in residential tax assessed value.  

Ross Lake Township Happenings                          
Courtesy of :  Leo Offerman, Township Supervisor  

Youth Safety Training  - Boating / Gun 

Safety Certifications  

We have had several inquiries regarding boating and 
firearms safety training for our youth residents.  While the 
Association does not have an active youth training program 
available, there are several training and certification 
programs available through the DNR.   

Firearms safety class and field day:  Students ages 11 and 
older can attend a classroom-based firearms safety 
certification course and receive their certificate which 
becomes valid at age 12.  The class consists of a minimum 
of 4 separate class sessions, learning the safe handling of 
firearms, hunter responsibility and wildlife conservation. 
Students then complete the additional field day.   The field 
day consists of seven required scenario-based training 
opportunities. These scenarios allow students to learn and 
demonstrate commonly accepted principles of safety in 
hunting and the handling of firearms. The firearms safety 
class is available at DNR.state.mn.us/safety/firearms.  
 
Boat and water safety—Youth Water Operator’s Permit:   

Youth boat operators age 12—17  can obtain an operator’s 
permit by successfully completing the Minnesota, NASBLA-
approved boating safety course. It is available at mndnr.gov/
boatingcourse.  If you are age 12–17, visiting Minnesota, and 
already possess a valid watercraft operator’s certificate/
permit issued by your home state, you don’t need to obtain 
another one from Minnesota.  If you do not have a certificate 
from your state, you may obtain one from Minnesota by 
successfully completing the DNR’s boating safety course. It 
is available at mndnr.gov/boatingcourse. We recommend 
that adults take the Minnesota boating course to enhance 
their knowledge and safety.  Many boat insurance 
companies offer discounts to boat owners who have taken 
an approved boating safety course. In addition, this course 
may be required for youth and adults who plan on boating in 
Canada. 

You can also find the full Mn Boating Guide at local bait 

shops or on the DNR website. 

 
 Motorboat Operator Age Restrictions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our annual meeting, Saturday, July 16, 2022, and held at 
Levi’s Field on Walworth Road, included a social time and 
Kid's Games. This year's games featured a bean bag toss 
and minnow races, as well as, peanut and candy guessing 
games. A tasty potluck meal followed that included 
desserts, starters, and sides. So delish! The Association 
provided hot dogs, sloppy joes from Reeds Market, chips, 
and water. Thanks to Linda Berglund for cutting ALL THE 
BUNS! All property owners and their families are welcome 
to attend and this year, we had over 75 people!  
  
Although rain threatened to dampen the festivities, door 
prizes and other announcements added to the fun. The new 
IMLPOA Calendars were distributed to all those who did not 
receive one. People brought non-perishable food items or 
donated cash in support of the Emily Food Shelf. The 
Association also matched all cash donations collected at the 
picnic to the Food Shelf.  

President Chuck Pettipiece opened the meeting by 
welcoming the new residents to our lakes area. It is always 
great to see new faces. Several Board terms expired this 
year sooooo.....Chuck Pettipiece agreed to another term as 
president, Jim Luttrell agreed to another term as Vice 
President, and Patrice Bogart agreed to an additional term 
as Director. Chuck welcomed Linda Ferdelman as a new 
Director. 
 
Jim Luttrell reported on the fishing contest. Thirty-eight 

people participated and, unlike other years, 3 walleyes were 
caught. Jim mentioned that the DNR stocks our lakes every 
three years with walleye fingerlings. He noted that our lakes 
are classified as "not suited for walleye reproduction" so the 
DNR really needs to know that we are catching them. When 
you catch a walleye, go to our website to submit your data 
so that he can collect/forward the info to the DNR.  

Jerry Finnerty summarized the Association's finances. He 
urged residents to pay their dues so that IMLPOA can 
continue to provide activities. AND—our members stepped 
up! An additional 52 lake residents paid their dues after the 
annual meeting.  IMLPOA now has 92 paid members for the 
year 2022. Thank You for your support. 
 
Door Prize/Guessing Contest Results 
Adult Peanut Guessing  - Ann Caspers & Tricia Murray - 
(tied on guess amount ) donated to Tony Levi 
Kids guessing life savers - Thor Kline 
Outdoor Air Mattress - Jim Luttrell 
Quicksilver 2-stroke motor oil - Kathy Dorfner 
Bluetooth Speaker - Erica Stremski 
Charcoal Grill - Rick Hendrickson (re-donated and second 
winner was) Mike Markell 
Engle Bait Cooler - Ernie Miller 

For our complete 2022 Annual Meeting Minutes go to 
islandmudlake.com under About IMPLOA / Membership Info 
& Newsletters 

Our  2022 Annual Meeting / Picnic !  

Wake Awareness                                                                  Source: MN DNR 

Almost every motorboat can create a wake, which is why 
boaters must be aware of the danger wakes present and 
the damage they can do. While common courtesy dictates 
boaters should control their wakes, there are 
consequences beyond how wakes may affect people. So, 
what do boaters really need to know when it comes to 
owning their wake? 

Under Minnesota law, the damage your wake causes is 
treated the same as damage caused by an actual 
collision. Personal watercraft (PWC) must stay at least 
150 feet from shore. There is no required distance for 
boats, but by staying at least 200 feet from shore or other 
structures boaters can reduce the likelihood their wakes 
will cause damage. Boats that create an artificial wake 
may require more distance to lower the impact. 

Be aware of your environment and what’s going on 
around you – this applies to everyone on and around the 
water. 

• Have a designated lookout to keep an eye out for 
other boats, objects, and swimmers. 

• If crossing a wake, cross at low speeds and keep a 
close lookout for skiers and towables. 

• Comply with all signs and respect barriers. This 
includes speed limits, no-wake zones, and underwater 
obstructions. 

Stay away from shorelines, docks, or other structures. 
Backing a boat up to a riverbank or lakeshore can 
damage the area and lead to erosion. Travel slowly in 
shallow waters. 

• Travel slowly in shallow waters and avoid boating in 
water less than 2½ feet deep. High speeds near 
shorelines lead to large wakes that cause shoreline 
erosion. 

• Check local ordinances, restrictions, closures, and 
permit requirements for the body of water you are on. 

• Ask permission from the landowner(s) before crossing 
private property. 

 

Minimize repetitive passes. Once you’ve run a line, move 
on to another area. Comply with all signs and respect 
barriers. 

Respect the rights of others so everyone can enjoy their 

time on the water – keep the noise down, be courteous to 

other boaters, and show consideration to all recreationists 

on and around the water. 
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HOW TO CONTACT IMLPOA: 

Linda Berglund, Secretary 

763-607-0188  • lbergcma@yahoo.com 

Chuck Pettipiece, President 

507-327-8627 • mrdawgfish@gmail.com 

General email: islandmudlake@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.islandmudlake.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/islandmudlake 
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Island & Mud Lakes Property Owners Association 

24069 Kelly Pt. 

Emily, Mn 56447 

Forwarding Service Requested 

Membership  Your membership is vital and makes a difference in preserving our special lake area and building a greater 
sense of collaboration and community.  With rising postage and printing costs we are using emails to be our primary 
newsletter distribution source.  However if you not have provided an email we will continue sending our newsletter to you in 
the regular mail, and always posted at the bulletin board at the “Y” on Island Lake Road.  Look for your membership 
renewal / application around April of next year.   For the ease of those not accustomed to email billings, we will be mailing a 
renewal notice to everyone next spring.  Just select one of the following payment methods they are all easy  and secure!  

 When you receive your renewal notice send your check to IMLPOA  c/o Jerry Finnerty, just complete the  membership  
form and mail it with your dues , or  

 Pay you dues with a credit/debit card or Paypal on our website at ww.islandmudlake.com via Pay-Pal its easy, and secure.   

 Use Venmo! Send you dues to @IMLPOA using the app or at venmo.com on the web.  

Northern Lights over Island Lake  

Thanks to Brad Ouart and Pam Nordahl for  the wonderful Northern Lights pictures from September 3rd ,2022.  They are 

fortunate to be facing the right direction to get the full effects of the active “Aurora Borealis” .  

Compliments of Pam Nordahl Compliments of Brad Ouart  


